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because the soil and unconaolidated material are iu jjiaues frozen to a depth of several
hundred feet. The upper foot or two melts during the summer, forming swamps
that are extremely difficult to traverse on foot. Railroads can bo best built in country
of this kind by disturbing the surface vegetation as little as possible and building on
it mattresses of bushes on which to lay the ties and tracks Although fatiguing to
traverse, these swamps can be crossed without danger, for a solidly frozen mass lies
a short distance below the surface. During the winter, of course, the entire zone
that is melted in the preceding summer is frozen again."
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